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SPECIALIST RELIGION PROGRAMMING ON THE ABC 

Dear Mr Spigelman and Mr Scott, 

As people of faith, our prayers are with you and all ABC staff during this painful time for our 

important national institution. 

 

We write to you because we believe that the ABC has a particularly important role in presenting 

religion both in its own right and as an integral part of modern Australian society, thanks to the 

high-quality specialist religion programming provided by both television and radio. 

 

As leaders of Australian religious and faith-based organisations and our supporters, we are 

concerned that the ABC’s implementation of budget cuts may significantly and 

disproportionately diminish an area of programming that is crucial in the life of our nation. 

 

We seek an urgent meeting with you and the ABC Board to discuss the reported proposed cuts to 

broadcasting about religion. 

 

We believe the faith and values we hold will always occupy a central part in the formation of our 

Australian national identity. Further, an understanding of religion plays a crucial part in grasping 

today’s ever more complex social and political developments both in Australia and 

internationally. 

 

We also believe that no broadcaster committed to the common good, let alone one seeking to 

provide a comprehensive service to all Australians in an increasingly diverse and multicultural 

Australia, should diminish its commitment to the broadcasting of religion. 

 

We are especially concerned that the proposed cuts will include: 

 

 abolishing the position of Executive Producer of TV Religion, leaving ABC TV without a 

specialist editorial head of religion; 

 placing the Compass program under a Commissioning Editor responsible for a broad 

range of programming and without experience or expertise in religion; 

 the loss of high quality religious radio documentary on Radio National; and, 

 removing staffing, budget and editorial authority from the Executive Producer of Radio 

Religion, diminishing the unit’s ability to support religion documentaries, the capacity to 

manage staff, to develop ABC-wide projects and to share the Unit's specialist knowledge 

across the ABC. 
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There are other issues we may want to discuss when we get more information from you. 

 

The role of the ABC in broadcasting religion is doubly important, as it is the last mainstream 

media organisation in print, radio or television to maintain any discrete religious coverage. It 

has never been more important for Australians to have access to content that builds a deeper 

understanding of the role of faith in the lives of individuals or society, as demonstrated in last 

month’s G20 interfaith summit. 

 

We look forward to meeting you and the Board to explore these issues. 
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